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~ Lhave a five-year-old host brother. His name is Ben. One day, Ben and his
friends were playing outside. Ben was shouting, pushing and behaving very i
i badly. Suddenly, my host father said to him, "Ben, I think you need a time-out."




He carried Ben into the house, put him on a chair, and told him to sit quietly
for 15 minutes. After that, Ben behaved well. His father said to him, "OK, Ben.
You can go outside again to play."

I asked my host father about time-outs. He said that time-outs are used when
smmm excited. The children are taken away
from the activity and put somewhere in the house alone.

In Japan many parents used to lock their children outside the house for
discipline.

When I told that to my host father, he laughed and said, "That sounds like a
real time-out!" In America, time-outs are usually inside. (1)

I think my host parents are very good parents. (%) The family rules they
make are clear and fair. (%) It takes work and patience to have a happy

family.
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<[HOW old is Ben? ] [He is five years old. ]\

{Why was he Carried} [Because he was behaving very

into the house? badly when he was playing outside.

Do you agree with the idea, "It takes work and
patience to have a happy family"?
Why do you think so?

I agree with the idea because I think a happy family means loving each other deeply.
Parents try to be strict with children because they love them. But sometimes children
don’t understand. So it takes work and patience to have a happy family.
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: Ben and Kelly with all their heart and Ben and Kelly love their parents. They
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December 1
Dear Mai,

Hello. My name is Yuki Ito.
Thank you for sending me a letter.
[ also think your host parents are strict but very good parents. I think they love

sound like a happy family.

When I was an elementary school student, my parents always told me to be
home by time. But one day, I stayed out playing until 7:30. When my father came
home, he locked me outside. I wanted to play with my friends because it was a lot
of fun. But my father didn’t listen to my reason. So I cried outside. I thought my
parents were too strict. :

Now I understand why my parents are so strict. They love me and want me to
be safe and well-behaved. And I love them, too. I think we are a happy family.
It takes work and patience to have a happy family.

Best wishes,
Yuki
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(xEfl] fFkoZ  writer
I like to read books (novels). I like Dazai Osamu. I often go to the library.
I have many books.
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<[What do you want to be in the future? ]

[I want to be a writer. ]\

{Oh, you want to be a writer? That sounds nice! Why? j

Because I like to read novels. My favorite writer is Dazai
Osamu. I want to write a good novel like him.
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Hello, everyone. I want to tell you about my dream. I want to be a writer in the
future. I have two main reasons.

First, I like to read books, especially novels. I often go to the library to read
books when I am free.

Second, my favorite writer is Dazai Osamu. He wrote many famous novels. |
want to write interesting novels to make many people happy. I hope many
people will read my novels. Thank you.
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