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Yagen Area

The Yagen Mountain Stream changes colors with the seasons. It is popular for sightseeing, and is loved
by locals as a place for healing. The land is a caldera, which causes big changes in warm and cold from day
to night. This makes the fall colors very beautiful, and many people come to see them. Yagen has been
known from the Edo Period to modern times as a place for Hiba logging. Here, you can feel that history.
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Hotokegaura Area

Hotokegaura is on Shimokita's western coast. Here, you can see a line of huge, strange rocks made of
tuff. They are pale green to gray-white in color. This scenery has been named a natural treasure of
Japan.

Hotokegaura was formed about 4.5 million years ago when a large volcano erupted under the sea. It
created a caldera which filled with material from the volcano. This is what formed Hotokegaura s tuff.

The tuff rose and became land. It was changed by rain, waves, freezing, and salt, becoming the huge
rocks we see today. They are full of cracks, potholes, and other shapes. The rocks change bit by bit every
day, but Hotokegaura's beautiful contrast of white rocks next to blue sea is always one of Shimokita's
best attractions.
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